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the last 57 years. During the last 15 years about 37
students from this school have passed the Vernacular
School Final Examination, which qualifies a student for
the Teachers' profession in vernacular schools. The
majority of them are Mahommedans and Kolis who now
serve as teachers in villages in the neighbourhood of At-
gam. A few have passed the Matriculation Examina-
tion and are serving, as already stated elsewhere, two in
the B. B. and C. I. Railway and one in the Income-tax
Department in Bombay.
While we approve of this high level of literacy, we
cannot ignore its saddening effect, namely, the exodus of
the intellect from the village to the town. A mere liter-
ary education has thus meant no advantage to the village
itself. It has virtually spelled a net deduction from the
number of farmhands or farm-managers. This does not
mean that villagers should be kept in ignorance. What
is really wanted is indeed more education, but it
should be given an agricultural bias. The education in the
three *R's must be made only a first stage in the scheme of
rural education. The higher stages must be reserved
for imparting a knowledge of agricultural technique and
agricultural economics.
Whether even this type of education with an agricul-
tural bias should be made compulsory or not is another
important issue which we may briefly dispose of here. On
being asked whether compulsory education for boys and
girls would be welcomed by them, many of the Kaliparaj
family-heads gave us to understand that it was not desir-
able, for they could not afford to send all their children
to school. One child, they said, at least, must be kept
at home to take the cattle of the family out to graze. A
deeper consideration is sure to convince one that this
argument is not quite as irrational as it seems to be. TKe
importance of cattle in the economic life of an Indian vil-
lager cannot be overrated. On the other hand, the inter-
ests of the minors cannot be ignored. The only solution
in this case seems to lie in the introduction of the system